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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-17 and 23-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Young et al. (US 6,498,895 B2). 

Regarding claim 1 , Young anticipates a program list display device which is 
installed in a broadcast receiver (21 1 - fig. 22B) having a video recording and playback 
function (252) and displays a list of program information for a program selection on a 
display screen (210), (fig. 1-7; col. 2, lines 35-60; col. 3, lines 15-31) comprising: 

a program list display means for displaying the program information for programs 
scheduled to be broadcast and the program information for past recorded 
programs as a program list on a single screen (fig. 2, col. 5, lines 38-52, col. 6, lines 9- 
24; in which a past recorded program "with a solid red background 42" is 
listed/displayed with future scheduled programs), wherein 

the program information comprises one or more program attributes of a channel 
attribute which shows a channel of the program, a date and hour attribute which shows 
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broadcast date and hour of the program, a program name attribute which shows a title 
of the program (fig. 1-3 & col. 6, lines 25-44; which anticipate program channel, date 
and hour and title information), a category attribute which shows a category to which the 
program belongs (NEWS category figs. 1-4 & fig. 16; fig. 14-17 which reads on a 
category; and reserved, past recorded, and linked title program categories, col. 5, lines 
45-64 & fig. 4), and a media attribute which shows a storage medium in which the 
program is recorded (fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 2, Young anticipates wherein the program list display means 
displays the program information as a program list in a two-dimensional array having a 
first program attribute arbitrarily selected from the plural program attributes on a first 
axis and a second program attribute arbitrarily selected from the plural program 
attributes on a second axis (figs. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 3, Young anticipates the program list display means classifies 
the program information into groups on the basis of a value for a first program attribute 
arbitrarily selected from the plural program attributes and displays the program 
information which belong to the respective groups as a program list in a one- 
dimensional array having a second program attribute arbitrarily selected from the 
program attribute group on an axis (fig. 4 and fig. 7; fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 4, Young anticipates the program list display 
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means dynamically switches between a case where the program list display 

means 

displays the program information as the program list in the two-dimensional array 
having the first program attribute arbitrarily selected from the plural program attributes 
on the first axis and the second program attribute arbitrarily selected from the plural 
program attributes on the second axis and a case where the program list display means 
classifies the program information into groups on the basis of the value for the first 
program attribute arbitrarily selected from the plural program attributes and displays the 
program information which belong to the respective groups as the program list in the 
one-dimensional array having the second program attribute arbitrarily selected from the 
program attribute group on the axis (col. 7, lines 38-59; in which figs. 1-3 switch to figs. 
4, 7, or 13). 



Regarding claim 5, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 2 above. 



Regarding claim 6, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 3 above. 



Regarding claim 7, Young anticipates the program list display means dynamically 
changes the number of program attributes constituting the program information when 
the program list is displayed (col. 10, lines 25-47; in which the EPG changes the 
number of programs and program attributes displayed; and col. 1 1 , lines 50-53 & fig. 20; 
in which the number of channels (channel attributes) is changed). 
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Regarding claim 8, Young anticipates when the program list is displayed, the 
program list display means dynamically change between a case where a title of the 
program is displayed as the program name attribute for the program to be displayed and 
a case where a program group is constituted by plural related programs and a name of 
the program group to which the programs belong is displayed as the program name 
attribute (fig. 7- fig. 1 0; col. 7, line 38-col. 8, line 4; in which a user views a screen with a 
program title and toggles the What's On TV command which displays the program 
group, e.g., program channel). 

Regarding claim 9, Young anticipates a designating means for designating an 
attribute value of the program attribute constituting the program information, wherein 

the program list display means displays programs corresponding to an attribute 
value of the program attribute designated by the designating means (GUI and remote 
control 212 - fig. 22B) on the program list, and 

the program information comprises one or more program attributes of a channel 
attribute which shows a channel of the program (fig. 7, fig. 4), a date and hour attribute 
which shows broadcast date and hour of the program (fig. 4), a day-of-the-week 
attribute which shows a broadcast day of the week of the program (fig. 4), a time 
attribute which shows a broadcast time of the program (fig. 4), a program name attribute 
which shows a title of the program (fig. 4 and fig. 23; col. 6, lines 9-10), and a media 
attribute which shows a storage medium in which the program is recorded (fig. 13). 
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Regarding claim 10, Young anticipates the designating means designates 
attribute values of the day-of-the-week attribute and the time attribute, and the program 
list display means displays programs having a broadcast day of the week and a 
broadcast time corresponding to the attribute values of the day-of-the-week attribute 
and the time attribute which values are designated by the designating means on the 
program list (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 11, Young anticipates the program list display means displays 
the program information as a program list in a two-dimensional array having the channel 
attribute and the date and hour attribute on two axes (figs. 1, 2, 5, 6). 

Regarding claim 12, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 1 1 above. 

Regarding claim 1 3, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 1 1 above. 

Regarding claim 14, Young anticipates a video recording and playback device 
which is installed in a broadcast receiver and records and plays back a video signal by 
employing storage media (252, 232, 210, 220 (and tape) - fig. 22B), comprising: 

a video recording state list display means (fig. 13) for dividing a whole storage 
area held by the storage media into successively accessible storage units (98) for each 
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recorded content to perform management thereof and displaying information concerning 
the storage units as a video recording state list on a display screen (76), wherein 

the video recording state list display means displays a first group of storage units 
in which recorded programs are stored (78), a second group of storage units which is 
allocated to programs reserved for video recording (92 & 90; which shows information 
concerning the reserved tapes state and storage units, i.e., time left on program, and a 
third group of storage units which is unused on a single screen (col. 8, lines 20-54; col. 
9, line 54-col. 10, line 7; in which tape position information (94, 96, 80) is indicated for 
the tape, including recorded, unrecorded/unused/ and actively recording/reserved 
programs on the tape). 

Regarding claim 15, Young anticipates a video recording reservation means for 
designating an arbitrary storage unit from a storage unit group displayed on the video 
recording state list, thereby carrying out video recording reservation of the program in 
the storage unit (fig. 12 & col. 8, lines 13-19;and fig. 23, fig. 5 (46) & col. 5, lines 53-61; 
and fig. 2 (40) & col. 5, lines 38-41). 

Regarding claim 16, Young anticipates the video recording state list display 
means list-displays information of the storage units for the respective storage media on 
the video recording state list and also displays program information of the 
corresponding program with respect to storage units which belong to the first group 
(78/98) or the second group (94, 96, 80 - fig. 13), and 
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the program information comprises one or more program attributes of the 
program name attribute which shows the title of the program (78 - fig. 13; col. 8, lines 
32-43) , and the category attribute which shows the category to which the program 
belongs (e.g. NEWS category - fig. 13; in which news is a category, fig. 16; col. 9, lines 
14-28). 

Regarding claim 17, Young anticipates the video recording state list display 
means dynamically changes the number of the program attributes constituting the 
program information when the video recording state list is displayed (col. 8, lines 37-39; 
in which the tape directory is revised/changes or updates program 
attributes/information). 

Regarding claims 23/(16,17), they are analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claim 1 above. 

Regarding claims 24, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 2 

above. 

Regarding claims 25, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 3 

above. 
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Regarding claims 26, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 4 

above. 

Regarding claims 27, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 7 

above. 

Regarding claims 28, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 7 

above. 

Regarding claims 29, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 8 

above. 

Regarding claims 30, they are analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 8 

above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Young et al. (US 6,498,895 B2) in view Yuen (US 2003/0012555 A1). 
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Regarding claim 18, Young discloses displaying a video recording state list (fig. 
13) displaying the title of the program as the program name attribute (78), however, 
Young fails to disclose dynamically changes between a case where the title of the 
program is displayed as the program name attribute for the program to be displayed and 
a case where the program group is constituted by plural related programs and the name 
of the program group to which the programs belong is displayed as the program name 
attribute. 

However in an analogous art, Yuen discloses an EPG display that dynamically 
changes between a case where the title of the program is displayed as the program 
name attribute for the program to be displayed and a case where the program group is 
constituted by plural related programs and the name of the program group to which the 
programs belong is displayed as the program name attribute (pg. 12, par. 144, lines 9- 
18 & pg. 13, par. 144, lines 5-7) for the purpose of displaying user desired information 
(par. 137). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention to modify the system of Young to include dynamically changes 
between a case where the title of the program is displayed as the program name 
attribute for the program to be displayed and a case where the program group is 
constituted by plural related programs and the name of the program group to which the 
programs belong is displayed as the program name attribute as taught by Yuen for the 
increasing user operability by providing multiple listing types in accordance with the 
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user's desires for programs on a tape (Yuen - par. 129, lines 1-4; Young - col. 14, lines 
44-51 &col. 8, lines 20-31). 

Regarding claim 19, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 18 above. 



5. Claims 20, 21, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Young et al. (US 6,498,895 B2) in view Akamatsu et al. (US 
2003/0106071 A1). 

Regarding claim 20 Young discloses when a program is reserved for recording 
on a tape, the scheduled recording time is shown and the positions of programs on a 
tape are indicated by (80, 04, 06) and the size/position vicinity of the remaining storage 
unit (tape time remaining 88 shows size and tape position gauge 94/96 shows vicinity) 
is shown, however, Young fails to specifically disclose the program is reserved for video 
recording by the video recording reservation means, the video recording state list 
display means, in which the program group is constituted by the plural related 
programs, displays the vicinity of the storage unit in which the program which belongs to 
the same program group as the program reserved for video recording is recorded as a 
candidate of the storage unit which stores the program reserved for video recording. 

In an analogous art, Akamatsu discloses the program is reserved for video 
recording by the video recording reservation means, the video recording state list 
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display means, in which the program group is constituted by the plural related 
programs, displays the vicinity of the storage unit in which the program which belongs to 
the same program group as the program reserved for video recording is recorded as a 
candidate of the storage unit which stores the program reserved for video recording (fig. 
30; pg. 12, par. 199, line 7 - par. 200, line 8 and fig. 34 & par. 217, lines 1-4) so that 
detailed information corresponding to the tape and reserved programs is displayed upon 
user request (par. 199, lines 7-10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention to modify the system of Young to include the program is reserved 
for video recording by the video recording reservation means, the video recording state 
list display means, in which the program group is constituted by the plural related 
programs, displays the vicinity of the storage unit in which the program which belongs to 
the same program group as the program reserved for video recording is recorded as a 
candidate of the storage unit which stores the program reserved for video recording as 
taught by Akamatsu for the added advantage of assuring more positive timer recording 
reservation and execution of the reservation (Akamatsu - pg. 14, par. 218, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 21, it is analyzed and rejected the same as claim 20 above. 

Regarding claim 22, Young in view of Akamatsu obviate when the program is 
reserved for video recording by the video recording reservation means, the video 
recording state list display means, in which the program group constituted by the plural 
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related programs, displays the vicinity of the storage unit in which the program which 
belongs to the same program group as the program to be reserved for video recording 
is recorded as a candidate of the storage unit which stores the program to be reserved 
for video recording (Young - col. 5, line 53 - col. 6, line 12; in which linking programs 
include series programs which are reserved for recording). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



CJ 
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